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ABSTRACT. Chrysolina eurina (FRIVALDSZKY, 1883) has been collected in Humniska, 
Beskid Wschodni, SE Poland. It is first record of this rare species from Poland. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The genus Chrysolina MoTscHuLsky 1860 with approximately 345 species in 
Palaearctic Region is the most speciose member of the subfamily Chrysomelinae (Kır- 
PENBERG 2010). Although the genus comprises mostly large beetles, their taxonomy 
and identification is difficult and many taxa have a doubtful status. Many species are 
wingless and tend to form local, distinct populations which differ externally and in some 
details of male genitalia. One ofthe very difficult taxonomically group is the subgenus 
Anopachys Motschulsky, 1860, fortunately recently revised by BrEXKowski (2007). The 
group comprises 14 species distributed mostly in eastern part of Palaearctic Region 
but with four species known also from Europe: Chrysolina asclepiadis (VILLA, 1833) 
distributed from N Italy to Kyrgizstan, Ch. eurina (FRIvALDszkv, 1883) known from 
narrow area between Czech Republic and western Siberia, Ch. relucens (ROSENHAUER, 
1847) with disjunct distribution range, in Europe known from Alps and Banat and Ural 
Mts, then wide spread from western Siberia to Primorsky Krai, and Ch. schatzmayri 
(MÜLLER, 1916) with very small distribution area in Gulf of Vinice of Adriatic Sea. 
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None of these European species were recorded from the recent borders of Poland. 
Although Catalogue of Palearctic Coleoptera (KiPPENBERG 2010) noted Poland in 
distribution range of Chrysolina asclepiadis bohemica MÜLLER, 1948, the informa- 
tion was based on two doubtful records from Kaczy Dół near Warsaw (TENENBAUM 
1925) and Racibórz in Upper Silesia (ZeBe 1832) under name Ch. aurichalcea auct. In 
TENENBEUM’ s collection preserved in Museum and Institute of Zoology Polish Academy 
of Sciences there are no voucher specimens for these records and and ZEBE’s collection 
is probably lost. Therefore, WARCHALOWSKI (1973) did not listed this species in Polish 
Fauna and the opinion was shared in the recent check-list of Polish Chrysomelidae 
(Borowiec et al. 2011). Chrysolina asclepiadis bohemica has been recorded from 
Czech Republic, Slovakia and western Ukraine and its occurrence in Poland is possible, 
especially in south-eastern part of the country. 

The second species of the subgenus Anopachys with distribution area close to the 
Polish border is Chrysolina eurina. It was recorded from Czech Republic (Zuger 1999), 
Slovakia (ZuBER 1997), Austria, Hungary, Romania, European Russia and Western 
Siberia (BiENKowskı 2007) but from localities relatively distant from the Polish border. 
Surprisly, single female of Ch. eurina was collected recently in SE Poland. 


MATERIAL 

POLONIA EA 70/ HUMNISKA, mala strona / VII 2007, leg. DARIUSZ TWARDY 
// Suche zbocze pagórka / częściowo zarastające / przez drzewa i krzewy; z roślinności 
zielnej [translastion of the second label: “Dry slope of hill / partly overgrown by trees 
and bushes / from herbs”]; single female specimen of bronze aberration (Fig. 2). 


The site is placed in Beskid Wschodni zoogeographical province (according to the 
division proposed in Catalogus faunae Poloniae series). It is a southern slope of a hill 
300 m a.s.l., with clay and loam-slate soil, covered by a dry meadow, close to the small 
coppice of pine and oak trees. Dominant plants of the meadow are Arrhenatherum sp., 
Leontodon hispidus L., Leucanthemum vulgare Lam., Thymus sp. Hieracium pilosella 
L., Daucus carota L., Centaurea jacea L., Carlina vulgaris L., Polygala vulgaris L., 
Solidago virgaurea L., and Carduus sp. 

The locality is very interesting, in the same area another rare species of Chrysome- 
lidae were collected e.g. Cassia aurora Weise, 1907 known only from four localities in 
SE Poland (Rypmski 1903, NigpojAp 2012, Twarpy in preparation), Cassida leucan- 
themi Bonpv, 1995 known from only few localities in southern Poland (BOROWIEC & 
SWIETOJANSKA 1997, Borowiec 2003, SCIBIOR 2004, SciBioR & PiETRYKOWSKA-TUDRUJ 
2008, Twanpv in preparation), Cryptocephalus pygmaeus FABRICIUS, 1792, Cryptocepha- 
lus vittatus FABRICIUS, 1775, Timarcha metallica (LAICHARTING, 1781), and Labidostomis 
tridentata (LiNNAEUS, 1758). Another interesting beetles collected on the same site were 
Lixus angustatus (FABRICIUS, 1775), Lixus punctiventris BOHEMAN, 1836, Larinus planus 
(FABRICIUS, 1792), Larinus pollinis (LAICHARTING, 1781), Larinus sturnus (SCHALLER, 
1783), Larinus turbinatus GYLLENHAL, 1836, Meloe rugosus MARSHAM, 1802, and 
Carabus convexus FABRICIUS, 1775. 
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Species ofthe sungenus Anopachys distinctly differ from other Polish members of 
the genus Chrysolina in completely metallic dorsum and legs, pronotum with rounded 
but not or only slightly elevated sides, punctation of elytra at least partly irregular, hu- 
meral calli well marked, and disc of pronotum punctate on whole surface. Chrysolina 
asclepiadis and Ch. eurina are similar and especially females are difficult to identi- 


1-4. Chrysolina eurina (FRIVALDSZKY): 1 — male from Slovakia, 2 — female from Poland, 3 — male genitalia 
(dorsal and in profile), 4 — collecting site 
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fication. Ch. eurima differs in interspaces of elytra microreticulate and punctation of 
elytra slightly coarser and denser than in Ch. asclepiadis and elytral epipleura without 
setae (in Ch. asclepiadis apex of epipleura is sparsely setose). Both species distinctly 
differ in male genitalia, in Ch. asclepiadis the end of penis is strongly constricted 
before apex and forms bidentate plate while in Ch. eurina aedeagus is regularly nar- 
rowed apically, without or with very shallow constriction and apex regularly rounded 
(Fig. 3; WARCHALOWSKI 1993 on p. 185 wrongly noted that Ch. eurina has aedeagus 
similar to that of Ch. aurichalcea auct. = Ch. asclepiadis). 
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